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If news stories trickling out of
Canada are true, impeachment
is too good for Bill Clinton.
Drawingand quartering would

be more appropriate.
Accordkig to these reports, the

Royal CanadianMounted Police^e
conducting a criminal investigation
ofan illegd bloodcollectionscheme
with links to then Arkansas Gov.Bill
Clinton. During the 1980s, "hot
blood" contaminated with hepatitis
C and HIV was taken from Arkansas
prisonersand soldtoCanada,where
the plasmaendedup inblood prod
ucts for hemophiliacs.

According to Mark Kennedy, an
investigative reporter for the
Ottawa Citizen, the prisoners' plas
ma was sold to Canada for about
$50 a unit, and the revenues were
split between Health Management
Associates, tiie private firm that
ran the blood pro^am for Cum
mins State Prison in Grady, Ark.,

, and the Arkansas Department of
Corrections.

Allegations of Gov. Clinton's
involvement surfaced on the Cana
dian TV program "Bynon" on Oct.
15. According to Dr. Michael Gal-
ster, a doctor in private practice
who treated Cummins' prisoners
for the state, the FDA shut down

Adeadly deal that
leads to Arkansas
Canadian reporters are
amazed that their UX
coimteiparts have ignored
thisstory.

Health Management Associates
three times during the 1980sfor its
imprqper practices.

The blood program, however,
wastooprofitable tostayshut.Each
time,HMAwasabletoregroupand
continue the blood program.
According to Dr. Galster, a 1986
public inquiry into HMA's opera
tions produced a deposition that
HMAwas kept in business by Gov.
Clinton's intervention in its behalf.

According to Dr. Galster, one
deposition alleges Mr. Clinton told

HMAofficials, whoboasted oftheir
contacts to him, that if they would
pay$100,000 toa designatedjudge,
"he would see to it that their con
tract would be renewed for the next
two years."

Dr. Galster says news reports
show Mr. Clinton defended HMA
on dozens of occasions from media
attacks on its practices.

The suffering caused in Canada
by contaminated U.S. blood has
been a m£Oor political issue in that
country for the past five years or
more. A commission headed by
Justice Horace Krever was estab
lished to determine how prison
plasmaendedupinCanadianveins.
The failure of Canada's regulatory
authority is a hotly debated issue, as
is compensation by the government
of the victims.

Dr. Galster says that during the
1980s he often noticed prisoners
with Band-Aids over the vein in

their arm. Unable to find reports of
blood work in their files, he ques
tionedthe prisoners, whorespond
ed to his inquiries by explaining
that they had just donatedblood.

Dr. Galster knew the prisoners
were too ill to be blood donors. But
it did not occur to him that the state
prison would be involved in profi
teering on dirty blood, and he
assumed HMA had a method of fil
tering or cleansing the plasma.

It was only years later when he
read a Canadian report tracing the
contaminated blood to Arkansas
that he put 2 and 2 together.

The result was a fictional novel,
"Blood TVail," written under the
pen name of Michael Sullivan. Dr.
Galster thought his thinlydisguised
novelwouldprompt U.S. journalists
to investigate.

But he found he overestimated
the investigative inclinations of the
U.S. media, at least where Mr.Clin
ton is concerned. Dr. Galster began
investigating himself,andfound the
truth to be a more amazing story
than his fiction.

Dr. Galster has turned the docu
ments he has uncovered over to the
Mounties, whomightormightnotbe
permitted by the Canadian govern
ment to bring charges where they

belong.
No doubt Dr. Galster is mterested

inpromoting hisbook, butheseems
genuinely outraged thatpublic offi
cialswerepart ofa business thatdid
notmindinfectingandkillingpeople
ifa dollar could be made.

Atanyrate. Dr.Galster's evidence
has reinvigorated a debate and an
investigation that the Canadian gov
ernment had hoped was over.
Ottawa reporter Mark Kennedy
shows no signs of letting go of the
story. Recently, he interviewed two
of the Arkansas officialswhoran the
prison plasma business. He was
stunned when they defended the
business as a wayofprovidingpris
oners with "pocket money."

Dr. Galster says prisoners have
told him, and are willing to test^,
that theywerepaidin narcotics for
their blood. Some prisoners were so
drained ofplasmathattheywere left
onthepointofdeath,a condition Dr.
Galster says is cited in the FDA
reports.

Canadian reporters are amazed
that their U.S. counterparts have
ignored this story.
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